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[FEE] BB 54 K4 3E% 5 RNA & & &k A B 3(LncRNA MEG3) i i 8 3% AL M i 31 A& 8 -2/
BT 7 M & B2/ F A & A K B T (COX-2/PGE2/VEGF ) 4% 5 i #& 3 F B 48 Jk oA K RAL A B 69 4% 37 45 A
FiE  EIUSPF 250 2 SD K R, 10 2 K R Ak A 2+ 1B 20,40 R A 2 4 ks AL M R T AR A 32 R KR
BRI, ARG R A EA 8 A MEG3 i A8 R MEG3 i & A +COX2 #4418 2,
REMR RRBLALRF o F il 504 WA Ko B F B4 B35 47 \PGE2 R F . COX-2/VEGF mRNA
LR aAS AR ST, BR 5 BaAMt, #4421 HDL-C.CAT.GSH-PX.SOD M4X,, fo & i & 1 \ TG.TC.
LDL-C IL-6 . IL-18 \TNF-ac \MDA ,PGE2,COX-2 . VEGF mRNA . & & A8 %F & ik 9 3 (P < 0.05) ; 5 M HET &
248 b, MEG3 i % i4 48 HDL-C,CAT.GSH-PX.SOD 7t & , 2 % i@ & TG . TC . LDL-C.IL-6 . IL-1B . TNF-a |
MDA .PGE2,COX-2 . VEGF mRNA . & & A8 3 & 35 AL (P < 0.05) ; 5 MEG3 it & ik 2486, MEG3 if & ik +
COX-2 4 41 %] 28 HDL-C . CAT ., GSH-PX.SOD # & , 2 % i@ #& # . TG.TC.LDL-C . IL-6 . IL-1B . TNF-oc. MDA .
PGE2.COX-2.VEGF mRNA . & & 8 3F & % F AL (P < 0.05), %1 LncRNA MEG3 i@ it 8 ¥ COX-2/
PGE2/VEGF i 34, B & K S AE MG AR R T, 3] K B F Rk, AR ORL 3R I 52 48 AR 9 AL T JBE % K
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Protective effect of LncRNA MEG3 on diabetic retinopathy in rats by regulating COX-2/PGE2/VEGF sig-
naling pathway CHEN Mei, LI Zongzhi, QIN Xuewei, WANG Limin, ZHENG LI. Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy, The First Affiliated Hospital of Guizhou University of Traditional Chinese Medicine , Guiyang 550001, Gui-
zhou, China

[Abstract] Objective To investigate the protective effect of LncRNA MEG3 on the retina in early-stage
diabetic rats through regulation of the COX-2/PGE2/VEGF signaling pathway. Methods 50 male SD rats of SPF
grade were selected for the study. Among them, 10 rats were assigned to the control group, while 40 rats were used to
establish diabetic retinopathy models. A total of 32 rats successfully underwent modeling and were subsequently
divided into four groups (n = 8 per group) : model group, negative control group, MEG3 overexpression group, and
MEG3 overexpression + COX-2 inhibitor group. Histopathological changes, vascular permeability , glucose and
lipid metabolism, inflammatory factors, oxidative stress indices, PGE2 levels, as well as the relative mRNA and
protein expression levels of COX-2 and VEGF were evaluated in each group. Results Compared with the control
group, HDL-C, CAT, GSH-PX, and SOD levels were significantly decreased, whereas the mRNA and protein
expression levels of vascular permeability, TG, TC, LDL-C, 1L-6, 1L-1B, TNF-a, MDA, PGE2, COX-2, and
VEGF were significantly increased in the model group (P < 0.05). Compared with the negative control group, HDL-C,
CAT, GSH-PX, and SOD levels were significantly increased in the MEG3 overexpression group, while the mRNA
and protein expression levels of vascular permeability, TG, TC, LDL-C, IL-6, IL-13, TNF-a, MDA, PGE2, COX-
2, and VEGF were significantly decreased (P < 0.05). Compared with the MEG3 overexpression group, HDL-C,
CAT, GSH-PX, and SOD levels were further increased in the MEG3 overexpression + COX-2 inhibitor group, and
the mRNA and protein expression levels of vascular permeability, TG, TC, LDL-C, 1L-6, IL-18, TNF-a, MDA,
PGE2, COX-2, and VEGF were further decreased (P < 0.05). Conclusion LncRNA MEGS3 is capable of regulating
the COX-2/PGE2/VEGF pathway, enhancing glucose and lipid metabolism in rats, suppressing the expression of

doi : 10.3969/;.issn.1006-5725.2025.09.007
HAWH . FF A RREEES KR 54 T H (445 : 82060886 ) 5 55 4145 7 B2 25 45 IR rh B2 2 | 8 W 2 25 B 2 1 R BIF5 T
B (45 QZYY-2019-005)

HEFIR https://www. cnki. net



H LR oA

1320 SEHESEZE 20254E55 41 559 The Journal of Practical Medicine 2025 Vol.41 No.9

inflammatory factors, attenuating stress responses, and alleviating diabetic retinopathy.
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1.1.1 TR EHUSPF 2 SD K. 50 B (7 4
1% ,200 ~ 240 ) , W [ VL5 B AL 250 B 1 A BR 2

https://www. cnki. net

A (BWF AT IE S . SYXK (95 )2024-0061) , K FLAE
24 CFFE, K 12 hWHIEIE , koK.
1.1.2 224 GRFIF0ILEE  LncRNA MEG3 i ik
Tk (L & XA PR A RS WD), COX-2 fi i
(BT 5= 25 L R e A PR R, ELISA £l
A& (RS EEY TRARAAR ), COX-2,
VEGF $it ik (Jb s ik B A A Y E ARG BRA R B0
PLAE B2 B L AR AT FR A 7] ) | Sl b s X
SOlOE R () AR A, W (-
g EWRLAAEN A R AR .

1.2 SDESEE BEE10 H AR AXT IR, %
FHIE % 1R 5% | I8 I VR 51 0.1 mol/L #7468 iR 2% wh
T, 40 FFg H0E DR 955 A0 P R A8 AR AU S0 A A
T 28 i oA 0.1 mol/L 4% IR T 2, KRS &
12 h 5, A R BRUIE B v S BE IR T &, 72 h e, T
T2 R DK I P A K S, 342 15> 16.7 mmol/L,
B[ h d A ol , 3 A 32 R B A 3y, 0 by A
RIZL 8 H BAPEXT IR 8 H MEG3 i k418 H |
MEG3 i &3k +COX-2 #7141 8 H . &5, X
HECZH 70 20 R BRI B AR P 5 4 L AR B SR K
BH 14 o) i 2 B3 388 1K P VR 2 4w MEG3 25 8508
MEG3 i i 4 B IR I E ST 4 wL LncRNA MEG3
1 F G R, MEG3 1 26 15 +COX-2 #1 #il 7] 20 3% 35
APy [A] B 7 5 4 L LneRNA MEG3 33 26 3k ik 5
5 wL COX-2 #p il 71), T A K BRI AR 25 25, 5 8]
1R, L8 K.

1.3 f5HRME

131 FEARFERR K REBrI5E, K
FUAL I BB 2 4, [ 5E T 4% 2 B 24 h, g AT
MK BB IR A B S IR R R
5 pm, JE#EAT HE Je €6, >R 627 WA B 4R .
132 mMEBEEMERN BT TG, RAKEHA
P PRI 5, A K U e ik e S AP SRV HA, 30 min Ji5
HEY 200 ~ 300 mL 22 R HE | A IHIRER , 341 25 400 1
JES AR J A TR, i A R BRI , A 70 “CIEIRAR
JEE 12 h, BSOS H 205, R 610 nm AR
AR AR SO 5 5, s s A I A s 1
1.3.3 #ERERIE KRN K FASEHT, BUK A
JE # kLA 12 000 r/min B0 28 FE 10 min, B2
W, K 4 A sh A BRI TG . TC . LDL-C |
HDL-C /K.

1.3.4 RIAEEF | WM HIEIR  PGE2 7K F 46
K EARFERT, B B 28 I8 & Bk L, LA 12 000 1/min
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B0 AL PR 10 min, B 235 W, R H ELISA 72 K6
] TL-6 . TL-1B . TNF-a . CAT . GSH-PX . SOD . MDA
PGE2 /K, % B hnviEFL RE AL, 7E 5 v & i A
50 WL ARVE S, FESFLINA 40 WL F6 B L 10 wL g
W, 37 CFIRE , F52, A 100 L —4t , %
H 1 h, 5325, A 100 pL BEFs Y TAEW ,
B 15 min, AL, K 10 min J5 , {58 FHBAR X
W5 450 nm AW EEEAE, A 1L-6 . 1L-18 . TNF-« |
CAT .GSH-PX .SOD .MDA . PGE2 7K -,

1.3.5 COX-2/VEGF mRNA RiZ 2N HUOK R
P B2 40, B B ZH 20 RNA, 336 5% 5% o8 ¢DNA,
K R AN 66 B T X Al B Wk I, AT
RT-PCR M 5E , S 454+ 95 ‘CZEHE 5 min, 95 CAR
15 s.60 ‘CiE k32 s.72 °C 30 s #4740 MG,
K 244 )5 B COX-2 VEGF ik, 5l
YIFAN L1,

1.3.6 COX-2/VEGFEBFRIZERN KH West-
ern Blot 12 K I, AR B A IR B 2HL 21, B /8 5 i A
SLR, PSR , fF H BCA A I HOR B2 L 5
EAT&E B L UK o B VBRI, AT B AR B A
COX-2 . VEGF —¥1,4 “Ci R Ab ¥, YERE 5 A —
PU,WEE 2 h JF EE B, ECL .5, X K FEAE T
BT B 1 COX-2 . VEGF Fik .

©

x1 519)¥5)

Tab.1 Primers sequence
519 SIYFHI(5'-3")
COX-2-F 5'-TACAACAACTCCATCCTCCTTG-3'
COX-2-R 5'-TTCATCTCTCTGCTCTGGTCAA-3"’
VEGF-F 5"-AAAGCCAGCACATAGGAGAG-3’
VEGF-R 5"-AGGATTTAAACCGGGATTTC-3"
GAPDH-F 5"-TCATGGGTGTGAACCATGAGAA-3’
GAPDH-R 5'-GGCAGGACTGTGGTCATGAG-3"

14 St AE R SPSS 19.0 #3748
T, i OB R Y B b 25 R, 2 4]
BRI 7 2250 M, WAL B 55 R FH 3 2 0 oy 22
M. AP <0.05 WS AR X,

2 #R

20 FHHXRBEBRSFMAEILE XA KRN
DR B &5 ) L 40 TR A TE R, & 55 Y S HE ) 5 B
2H A0 O B 55 4 25 L L P S T A e 2D R AR R
A VRT3 I X HE 2 A DX 2 b A S5 S AU 2 AR AL
MEG3 g % 154 . MEG3 i1 & ik +COX-2 #11 ] 5] 41
L B 45 4 ok %, B S IE w5 HES .
DL 1,

(£

TE: ALK BRG] B, BIRIAL; €, B B4 s D, MEG3 3 363K 40 ; B, MEG3 3 2235 +COX-2 41 il 5 41
BT A% 20 R SO B R i (HE 2 (2, x 200 4)
Fig.1 Histopathological features of retina in each group (HE staining, X 200 times )

22 FHAXBRMEBEEXIEE SXTHE4IMLE,
BRI 2 1145 30 1 T (P < 0.05) 5 5 BA XS BR 41
I, MEG3 i & iA 41 145 38 B PEREAK (P < 0.05) 5
5 MEG3 11 2k 4HAH [, MEG3 i % ik + COX-2 911
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il 700 £FL 1M A A AR (P < 0.05) . TLF2 K2,

23 BAKXRERREKEXLE S5XFEAEM
e, A B 2H TG . TC . LDL-C 7K 3 i , HDL-C 7K
A (P < 0.05) ; 5 B %F BB 40 A L , MEG3 3 F ik
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Tab.2 Comparison of vascular permeability of rats in

each group xXxs
15 e %ﬂlﬂﬂ%m%ﬁ
B (pgle)

payitsil 10 9.45 +1.22

(T EilE) 8 28.97 +3.66"

[P X 2 8 27.05 +3.61"
MEG3 i #3541 8 18.31 +2.77°44
MEG3 123k + COX-2 4541 8 13.44 + 2,15 44
Fig 80.531

PlE <0.001

0 SRR L, P < 0.05; SRIAIAH L, AP <0.05; 5E1E

XFTRZAAHIL, AP <0.05;5 MEG3 i FIK4HAH 1L, #P < 0.05

24 TG .TC . LDL-C 7K-F-F# i , HDL-C /K V- T i (P <
0.05) ; 5 MEG3 i FiA 4 At , MEG3 i % ik +
COX-2 #1320 TG . TC . LDL-C 7K V- B A% , HDL-C
KT (P <0.05). W3 K3,

15 X HEZH
. ]
30 * R Xef B AL
MEG3 i £ k4]

25 MEG3 5%k + COX-2 14
20 #/\ A
15 A A#
10

5

0

AL R 5 P (/)
o SR, *P < 0.05; SEIRAIAHLL, AP <0.05; 5F1E
XHRZHA L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 i ik HAH L, #P < 0.05
B2 452K BRI A i s X L

Fig.2 Comparison of vascular permeability in each group

24 BHARBRRKEERFRIEIE SXHE4H
[t B 20 1L-6 . 11-1B8 \TNF-a 7K EFH 5 (P < 0.05) ;
55 B M XF B4 AR L, MEG3 3 635 20 1L-6 . TI-1B .
TNF-a 7K FEAE (P < 0.05) 5 5 MEG3 1 3% 35 40 4
I, MEG3 3 %635 + COX-2 11 il 37 2H 1L-6 . 11-1B .
TNF-a /KR (P <0.05), W4 K4,

R3S UR BB ACEXT

Tab.3 Comparison of glucose and lipid metabolism of rats in each group (x+s)/(mmol/L)
215 1% TG TC LDL-C HDL-C
popieEil 10 0.77 +0.08 1.58 +0.26 0.32 +0.04 1.03 +0.24
IR 8 9.85 + 1.23" 2.92 +0.37" 0.95+0.11" 0.38 + 0.04"
[ X BB 2 8 9.92 +1.31° 2.88 +0.35" 0.98 +0.13* 0.51 +0.06"
MEG3 T #ik4l 8 6.35+0.74"24 241 +0.36"24 0.64 +0.07"24 0.72 +0.08*44
MEG3 i #ik + COX-2 il 771 21 8 429 +0.53*4A% 2.02+£0.31"44% 0.52 + 0.06"24* 0.85 + 0.09*~4#
F{H 175.840 27.110 92.012 32.513
P <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001
W EXIRAR L, *P < 0.05; SHBIZHAHLE, AP < 0.05; 5FIMXT TRZHAH L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 i £k 4 AH L, #P < 0.05
pORsEcR 12 X A2
1.2 MR HORIZ
B Xof B 2 * * B XF B 2H
P MEG3 i #3541 10 MEG3 i ek
1.0 MEG3 ﬂﬁ%+ COX-2 il 7)1 MEG3 i1k + COX-2 ffil4l
A\ A# g
0.8 #/\ A -
A A p LA
0.6 A\ A# *
#/\ A#
0.4 * 4 .
DAN py
0.2 2
0.0 0
LDL-C/(mmol/L) HDL-C/(mmol/L) TG/(mmol/L) TC/(mmol/L)
SR L, P < 0.05; SHAIZHAH L, AP < 0.05; 5 BITEXT HRZHAHLL , AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 it FIA 4 AHLL  #P < 0.05

B3 ALK EERR G ACE X

Fig.3 Comparison of glucose and lipid metabolism in each group

25 BAKXKBREWRHAFESTEL 54 A
[, BEFI 2 CAT . GSH-PX . SOD 7K “F- 4% , MDA 7K
SEFHE (P < 0.05) 5 5 BIPEXT FRALAR L, MEG3 33 3
K41 CAT .GSH-PX ,SOD 7Kt i , MDA 7K F-F#AIK
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(P <0.05); 5 MEG3 i % K 4H AH I , MEG3 3 %
ik + COX-2 474 CAT .GSH-PX .SOD /K F-FH&
MDA KRR (P < 0.05) . W35 . Kl5,

26 HHKXKBRPGE2/KEXFEE ST,
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Fa BHKEAEF T FRILXT L
Tab.4 Comparison of expression of inflammatory factors in rats in each group (x+s)/(nglg)
2151 % 11-6 1-1B TNF-a
X IR 2 10 27.52 +3.44 68.25 +5.29 174.52 £ 24.52
A2 8 79.56 + 8.17* 47736 + 57.94" 71536 + 83.41"
AP HE 4 8 80.01 + 8.25" 481.03 = 58.11" 718.02 + 82.77*
MEG3 i Fikdl 8 64.78 +7.32°04 312.14 £ 42.79" 44 532.63 + 63.44744
MEG3 i #63k + COX-2 kil 71 20 8 48.03 + 5474 4% 185.25 +29.61*44* 374.25 + 45.95 4 4%
F{§ 102.115 192.556 137.266
P <0.001 <0.001 <0.001
S IRGIAR G, *P < 0.05; SAEIZH AR, AP < 0.05; 5 FI X IRZIAH ., AP < 0.05;5 MEG3 i £k 4 AH H, #P < 0.05
X HELH
90 * * fma 800 P
B X R 2H
80 SA A MEG3 i #ik4l 700
70 MEG3 i %35 + COX-2 il 512 600
60 P
A\ A# 500
. 400 RAY X
40 #/\ A
300
30
0 200 #/\ A#
10 100
0 0
1L-6/(ng/g) IL-1B/(ng/g) TNF-o/(ng/g)

X HRAHA G, *P < 0.05; SAREIZHAR H , AP < 0.05; 5 FIHXT RRZHAH ., AP < 0.05;5 MEG3 i ik 4 H, #P < 0.05
B4 SR AR FRIEX

Fig.4 Comparison of expression of inflammatory factors in rats in each group

RS SHRBAREAKCEXT T

Tab.5 Comparison of oxidative stress levels of rats in each group Xts
215 %k CAT/(Ulmg) GSH-PX/(U/mg) SOD/(U/mg) MDA/(nmol/mg)
papistiil 10 13.25 +2.48 24.52 + 3.68 17.25 +2.59 5.47+0.63
[ EivES) 8 4.11 £0.53* 10.03 = 2.12"* 5.23 +0.64" 21.58 +3.22*
ISP %o B2 8 4.09 + 0.52° 9.94 +2.08* 5.27 + 0.69* 22.09 +3.31"
MEG3 i3 21k 8 7.47 + 831%44 15.88 = 2,614 9.121.03"44 17.44 + 2,85 44
MEG3 i3 #3ik + COX-2 141 8 9.10 + 1.02°44% 19.79 + 2,794 4% 14.77 + 2,364 4% 13.59 + 2.467 44
FIg 8.922 45.697 86.519 62.830
P <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001

S XA L, *P < 0.05; SHEIZHAH HE , AP < 0.05; 5 FAMEXT REZHAH L, AP < 0.05;5 MEG3 i KA A H, #P < 0.05

30

25

20

10

X R
tmam 25
BRI Xt i 2H
MEG3 it #5401 0
* A\ A# MEG3ZIL + COX-2 il
E 1
oA * A A# >
sAA# P sAA 10
#\ A
P o 5
0
CAT/(U/mg) GSH-PX/(U/mg) SOD/(U/mg)

“A\ A

A2

eSS L CE)

MEG3 i} %Ik 41

MEG3 i ik + COX-24fil 541

A\ A#

MDA/(nmol/mg)

X RRLIA G, *P < 0.05; SAEIZIAR H, AP < 0.05; 5P X RERZIAH ., AP < 0.05;5 MEG3 i k4 H, #P < 0.05
B5 254K BRI KX e

Fig.5 Comparison of oxidative stress levels of rats in each group
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BRI ZH PGE2 7K E TH 8 (P < 0.05) 5 5 BA M X iR 2
FH G, MEG3 33 3k 2H PGE2 7K [ (P < 0.05) ;
5 MEG3 i £ K 4141 Fb , MEG3 1 6 35 +COX-2 1)
il PGE2 /K-FR#MIK (P < 0.05) . WLFE6 &6,

R6 UK PCGE2 KPR 1L
Tab.6 Comparison of PGE2 levels in each group

(x+5)/(pg/mL)
2H 51 1% PGE2
papist| 10 105.36 + 21.44
EARIZH 8 281.14 + 36.49*
ke ayiceil 8 279.05 + 36.35"
MEG3 i ikl 8 232.69 + 31.48%44
MEG3 3 #ik + COX-2 #7141 8 172.45 + 283644
FI4 53.358
PE <0.001

W XML, #P < 0.05; GBI L, AP <0.05; 5B
YTHRZHAR L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 i 3521 AH ., #P < 0.05

papiikail
350 o]
300 0w WL
MEG3 i k41
200 A\ A#
150
100
50
0
PGE2/(pg/mL)

W SX R AL, *P < 0.05; 5ERIA A L, AP <0.05; 5014
YTREZHAR L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 i 35 240A0 1, #P < 0.05

6 FHRRPCE2 /KR L
Fig.6 Comparison of PGE2 levels in each group

27 HLHKER COX-2/VEGF mRNA 13 Rix &=
Xt SX R AH L, BEAYZH COX-2 . VEGF mRNA
FHXT 3k B THE (P < 0.05) 5 5 911 % BR 2 AH 1L,

MEG3 1 ik 4H COX-2. VEGF mRNA #H X} £ ik &
FEfK (P < 0.05) ; 5 MEG3 i ik 4H 41 1 , MEG3 1

21k + COX-2 M FI4H COX-2 . VEGF mRNA #f %f
FIRBEREIL(P<0.05), WET. KT,

®7T HUKR COX-2/VEGF mRNA A%} 35 %) L
Tab 7 Comparison of COX-2/VEGF mRNA relative

expression levels in rats in each group Xts

4150 filx C0X-2 VEGF
X A4 10 1.00+0.01 1.00 +0.01
FRIZH 8 3.59+048" 3.24 +042°
FFE X IR 2 8  3.62+0.50 372 048"
MEG3 i #ik41 8 277+036%  2.64+0354
MEG3 13 255+COX2MHIFI4H 8 1.89£027"4  1.97+0.38* 44
FIE 87.856 79.648
Pl <0.001 <0.001

e E5XT ML, *P < 0.05; SHERM L, AP < 0.05; 581
XTHEZHAH L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 i ik 4HAH 1L , #P < 0.05
4.0 P * ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ
35 s MEG 3;?

- *A A MEG3 i\ia_ + cox 2 R AL
3.0 ) A A
i(s) * A\ A# A\ A#
1.5
1.0
0.5

0

COX-2 mRNA VEGD mRNA

e SX AL, #P < 0.05; SEIRIZ AL, AP < 0.05; 51

SHARZAAA L, AP < 0.05; 5 MEG3 #F F2ik 414 L1, #P < 0.05

E7 4K COX-2/VEGF mRNA Fik i xf 1L
Fig.7 Comparison of COX-2/VEGF mRNA expression in

each group

2.8 &HEKARCOX-2/VEGFHAMRILENL 5
X} BEZH A B, B 2H COX-2 . VEGF A X} 36 35 & Tt
= (P <0.05); 5 MHXT AL, MEG3 i & ik
2 COX-2., VEGF X} ik &= FE AL (P < 0.05) ; 5
MEG3 i #6354 M [ , MEG3 3 63k + COX-2 #4]
4L COX-2, VEGF i Xf # 15 & fE I (P < 0.05) .
IE S NEES

Xi
}Fl] %
33 . %E(é Wﬂk Cox-2
«

30 * AMEGS ﬁ%% + COX-2 I

25 LA VEGF

2.0 $ A A# * N\ A#

15 GAPDH

1.0

05 PRRAL  BALL A MEG3 MEG3 i #ik
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