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Impact of policies for integrated urban-rural development on common prosperity:
a quasi-natural experiment based on the establishment of national pilot zones for
integrated urban-rural development

ZHANG Yali"?, CHEN Yangyang', XIANG Benwu'*’
(1. College of Economics and Management, Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311300, China;
2. Institute of Ecological Civilization, Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311300, China;
3. Institute of Zhejiang Rural Revitalization, Zhejiang A&F University, Hangzhou Zhejiang 311300, China)

Abstract Common prosperity for all people is the essential requirement of the Chinese path to modernization, and promoting the inte-
grated development of urban and rural areas is the key path to advancing common prosperity between these areas. This study took the
establishment of the national pilot zones for integrated urban-rural development in 2019 as a quasi-natural experiment. Based on panel
data of Chinese counties from 2014 to 2022, the study used a difference-in-differences model to evaluate the policy effects of the imple-
mentation of policies for integrated urban-rural development on the level of common prosperity between urban and rural areas. On this
basis, a mediation effect model was constructed to analyze the mechanisms of the role of urban-rural factor flow in promoting urban-ru-
ral common prosperity through pilot policies. The research found that: (D The establishment of the national pilot zones for integrated ur-
ban-rural development significantly improved the level of common prosperity between urban and rural areas in these zones. This conclu-
sion still held after a series of robustness tests, indicating that this was an important path to promoting common prosperity. @ Mecha-
nism analysis revealed that the policies enhanced the level of common prosperity between urban and rural areas through the mediating
channels of promoting the flow of population, land, and capital factors between urban and rural areas. (3 Heterogeneity analysis showed
that compared to counties located in the eastern region, county-level cities, and counties with higher levels of economic development,
the policies had a more significant effect in promoting common prosperity between urban and rural areas in counties located in the cen-
tral and western regions, non-county-level cities, and counties with lower levels of economic development. Based on the above conclu-
sions, policy recommendations are proposed, including strengthening the monitoring and evaluation of pilot policies and summarizing
and promoting their outcomes; implementing dynamic and differentiated urban-rural integration development strategies; and establish-
ing institutional channels for two-way free flow of production factors between urban and rural areas.

Key words integrated urban-rural development; common prosperity; factor flow; difference-in-differences model

(wiER# . H2E)

- 212 -

HEFIR https://www. cnki. net



